The microcirculation in two transplantable melanomas of the hamster. I. In vivo observations in transparent chambers.
Twenty-eight transparent chambers were inserted into the cheek pouches of hamsters and daily serial observations made of the changing vasculature of transplants of 2 varieties (A-Mel-4B32, ZGYP1) of amelanotic melanomas. The tumor A-Mel-4B32 grew at a rate which covered 50% of the viewing area in 3--4 days, while the tumor ZGYP1 covered less than 10% of the viewing area at this time and did not cover 50% of the viewing area until 9.5 days after transplantation. The difference in growth rate was not reflected in any differences in the morphology of the vascular network and distribution of the venous arcades.